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Ph. : 2680-2335 (Principal
HOOGHLY WOMEN’S COLLEGE Son.5030 oMty
(Govt. Sponsored)
P.O. & Dt. Hooghly, Pin - 712103, W.B.
[Accredited “B” by NAAC, Bangalore]

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Hooghly Women'’s College is going to publish its
Annual Magazine for the Academic Session 2022-23. | appreciate the efforts of
the college for publishing the magazine.

On this occasion, | convey my heartiest congratulations to the Principal,
faculty members, staff and students of the collge.

| wish the magazine to be a grand success.

it M

PRESIDENT
GOVERING BODY
HOOGHLY WOMEN’S COLLGE

PRESIDENT
GOVERNING BODY
HOQGHLY WOMEN'S COLLEGE
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It's allabout a dream.

I was coming from my academy and gave a see-off to my students. | had a
destination marriage party at Naihati. My mother was waiting for me to come. Like
everyday I go into a narrow street which was connected to the main road. There was a
group of boys and girls whose eyes seemed hellish. I came across them and suddenly
one of them called me from behind. I looked back and saw a girl who was indicating a
boy standing on the opposite side of the road and told me didi that boy is calling you
and wanted to tell you something. I just ignored and told her I will talk to you
tomorrow my mother is waiting for me, so [ have to go. But he forcefully held up my
hand and took me in front of him. I was totally in an awful moment and could not say
even a word. Suddenly the boy propose to me but in spite of being angry I could not
tell him anything. Ignore him and started walking towards my house after sometime I
saw they were following me and [ understood their intention and ran as fast as I could.
In front of my house my mother was waiting for me and I tried out to get help from her,
me and my mother scolded me and was gone. [ was totally messed up and could not
make up my mind. I saw a woman coming beside my house. I requested her to help me
so she left me in my house. I saw those boys were still chasing me. I closed all the
doors of my house and ran into my room. I heard some awkward noise of breaking the
lock of my house. After few minutes I slightly opened the door and saw they were
outside of my house. After sometime they kicked at my. rooms door. I was flunch in
the floor the boy came into my room and try to hit my mother. In my mother's throat I
saw some amount of blood coming out. Suddenly [ saw myself as of naked and full of
blood in my arms and chest. [ did not know how it happened! Decide me there was a
plagiam who was hanging on the wall I took it up and give a slash at his throat.
Everything was scattered with blood. I took up my mom and wanted to get out of my
room but [ was confused ifhe died or was alive? I went up to him but it was my fault he
is stood up and stabbed me. With a father of fear [ hope up and saw my mother beside
me and realise it was all about a dream. But I have came to realise that women is
another from of goddess Durga when [ was not able to reach that boy despite all my
efforts mother to the knife and after that she said me even go she was injured from
their hands. No one is stronger than mother which I realise in my dream. My parents
were calling me for a long time, but I was last in another cycle and not in a position to
hear anyone but I after so many calls and found myself sweating and high fever as
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History of India depicts great women like Razia Sultan the first female ruler of Delhi
Sultanate, Ahilyabhai Holkar, Jijamata the strong influence in the life of Shivaji, Rani
Laxmibhai, who refused to bow before the might of the Britishers. Sarojini Naidu the first
Indian Women to be president of the Indian National Congress, Savitribai Phule a poet
who fought for the rights of women, Aruna Asof Ali an Indian educator and political
activist, Kiran Bedi the first women IPS officer, Saina Nehwal the first Indian women to
win a medal in Badminton at 2012 Olympic Games. The country is proud of its Prime
Minister late Mrs. Indira Gandhi, women President Mrs Pratibha Patil and Droupadi
Murmu the current president of India. Apart from all these distinguished personalities
there are other various prestigious positions held by women in the corporate sector, the
defense, foreign affairs, sports and in innumerable many other fields.

Kabita Dey
Professor, Department of English

-h

But unfortunately when on one hand we take pride in the contribution of these great
women yet, on the other hand women in our country faces a lot of discrimination, women
in Indian society have been victims of humiliation, torture and exploitation, Ideologies,
Institutional practices and existing norms in the society have triggered their harassment.
In spite of legislative measures in favour of women, their education and their gradual
economic independence countless women across the country are humiliated, beaten,
raped, mutilated, and killed with impunity. The conditions of rural women are worse than
their urban counterparts. Most of the women are mute witness to the happenings around
them. In recent times atrocities against the women has increased. Flip through the pages
of newspaper, not a single day goes by without a report on crime against women. What the
authority are doing is a big question for self introspection for law and order ministry. The
cities once considered safe for the women are not at all so today if not worse. The
condition of women in India is due to the patriarchal nature of society. Most women are
not aware of their rights. Women are not recognized as human with her own independent
mindset. Even an educated women faces a lot of harassment in her own home as well as in
workplace.

The UN Declaration on Human Rights mention the word Human which simply means
men as well as women and when we speak of human rights, it simply means the right to
live a dignified life, enjoying various rights and privileges. This do not seem to apply
when it comes to women. They are deprived of their lawful rights and privileges. Even
though women have scaled great heights of success and occupied position that was
predominately the domain, the condition of vast majority whether they in plane area or
rural, educated or uneducated is abyssal. The solution lies in women empowerment.
Women empowerment plays a significant role in telling them know their rights. Women’s
empowerment is a related term that focuses on attention to women’s degree of control
over their own lives and environments and over the lives of those in their care, such as

their children.
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Empowering women and improving their status are essential to realizing the full
potential of economics, political and social development. Women acquire the same
status, opportunities and social, economic and legal rights as men, as they acquire the
rights to reproductive health and the right to protection against gender based violence,
human confidence necessary to participate fully in development process.

Again, economic empowerment is central to women’s advancement as it is to the
advancement of all people. Poverty is the great challenge for all : men, women and
children. Even a small amount of self generated money can empower. Financial
solvency gives freedom of choice-and choice is power.

There are certain trails that must be forwarded, They only need a level playing field
and a catalyst to get them started. An empowered women demonstrates some of the
following characteristics.

e An empowered woman appreciates the value of her contribution whether
remunerated or not.

e She appreciates the time she spends on domestic work and outside the home.

e She is aware of her potentials to contribute to the progress of the family,
community and society at large.

e She seeks to get scientific insights into superstitions and challenges those which
are unjust to women.

e She has freedom of movement and expression on par with men.

e The empowered women is aware of her rights as a citizen and protects them
actively. She is convinced of her equality with men.

e She knows which law is unfair towards women, seeks to use her legal knowledge
to protect her and other women’s rights.

The empowered woman nurtures herself. She wants everybody to understand that,
as a human being, she is entitled to happiness in the same way that others are.

There are many government and non-government organizations right from the
grassroots level i.e. village to the national level as well as International organizations
that are working for women empowerment and fighting for women’s rights. Along
with women empowerment, the man need to be trained to change their observation
regarding women - respect women and honour her dignity and consider her an
important pat of his own well being HIS existence is impossible without HER.
Letthere be an echo of Alice Paul’s words :

There will never be new world order until women are a part of'it.
&

Malala Yousafzai’s Observation :

We can not succeed when half of us are held back.
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Persuasion & Popular Media
Satavisha Nandy
English Hons., Sem — 111

Our everyday choices seldom exist in vacuum, for the popular culture we
consistently shape how messages are received by us. The perspectives of individuals
depend on the myriad of things they watch or read. While talking about popular media,
one cannot ignore the booming industry of Bengali television serials. These daily
segments, usually having a 30-minute runtime, feature the archetype of the "docile"
and "humble" housewife. This woman eventually gets several allegations levelled at
her from her in-laws, ranging from being a cheater to being devoid of character and
honor-less. This woman is obviously not a working woman — for that is just not what
the good and "traditional" woman is supposed to be. And when the time comes, the
husband never supports his wife, for choosing the wife in the mother-wife dichotomy is
a heinous crime. The woman overcomes her trials all by herself and is accepted back in
the family. Alas, the show has to go on and therefore, this exact same cycle continues.
All's well that ends well, right?

In the 21st century, where the feminist zeitgeist is defined by the youth moving
towards progressive views and breaking free from "traditions" that systematically
subjugate women and minorities, it seems dystopian that something that functions on
such a violently misogynistic scale can be televised statewide. It doesn't stop there,
however. A good number of Bollywood movies takes this same misogynistic structure
and glamorizes it tenfold. Animal (2023) - one of the biggest films of the year - is the
most recent example. The main character in these films dehumanizes women
constantly and makes a mockery of their abuse by romanticizing it. In mainstream
Bollywood, not only is our pain ridiculed, it is sold to the masses in exchange of cash.
Our suffering is sold as normalcy. It all seems very much like a sanctioned psyop that
valorizes the meekness and subserviency of women and gets money by distributing it.

Violence against women in India is an everyday occurrence. To provide a platform
to films and television where such chauvinistic and violent ideals are held up and
idealized is the indirect perpetuation of gendered objectification as well as systematic
subjugation. Hasn't it been said since forever that Artis a direct reflection of society at a
particular time? The youth of India deserve art that is free of bigotry and prejudice. To
even think about the supposed "entertainment" it provides is inhuman when it sets up
an entire generation of women to live through, and eventually perpetuate this cruel
patriarchal cycle.
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